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Sidewalks cafés are an 
incredible opportunity 
to revitalize Renton’s City 
Center and Downtown. By 
providing open-air seating 
for restaurant patrons on 
underutilized public space, 
restaurants can bring 
in additional sales and 
create more vibrant and 
attractive streets.  

GET 
INVOLVED
The City of Renton is exploring 
opportunities to create a series of 
sidewalk cafés. Business owners and 
residents are invited to join in on the 
conversation. 

Ideas or questions
John W. Collum 
Community Development Project Manager 
City of Renton  
1055 South Grady Way 
Renton, WA 98057 
425.430.6589 
jcollum@rentonwa.gov
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TRANSFORMING 
RENTON’S SIDEWALKS
Sidewalk cafés convert sidewalks and on-street parking spots into public spaces. 
They are a cost-effective tool for increasing our city’s open space, increasing 
business activity and adding vitality to the area. 

As part of the City of Renton’s efforts in the City Center and Downtown, this Pilot 
Program explores the feasibility of launching a permanent sidewalk café program.  
This document is meant to assist interested businesses owners and City staff 
to work together to design and build sidewalk cafés. City staff will evaluate the 
success of these pilot projects throughout the next year and then make a formal 
recommendation about a permanent program.

 KEY DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
In order to maintain safety, access and comfort, sidewalk cafés must address the 
design considerations listed below. Businesses will need to submit a Right of Way 
Use application and obtain a revocable permit prior to installing a sidewalk café.

Sidewalk configuration 
A typical sidewalk in Renton’s City 
Center is 10-foot wide, including a 2-foot 
6-inch buffer zone (area designated 
for streetscape elements such as light 
poles, street trees, shrubs, signage, street 
furniture, etc.) that may obstruct the 
pedestrian path and affect café layout.  

What materials are allowed
•	 Removable tables and chairs. 

•	 Removable, self-supporting railings 
(fixed railings may be permitted as 
part of the sidewalk café permitting 
process).

•	 Portable heaters, umbrellas and other 
temporary cover.

•	 Trees, shrubs and planters.

•	 All materials should be made of 
safe and durable materials, such as 
wood, steel, plastic and wrought 
iron.  The installation of all materials is 
considered temporary in nature.

Spatial regulations 
•	 A minimum of 5 feet of open sidewalk 

must be maintained for pedestrian 
traffic.  

•	 30 to 42-inch tall fence delineate 
sidewalk café from pedestrian path 
when liquor is served.

•	 30 to 42-inch tall fence or planter 
edge along a roadway to protect users 
from moving traffic. 

•	 ADA accessible entrance required. 
•	 15-foot clearance from any fire 

hydrant, alleyway and/or crosswalk. 
•	 5-foot clearance from the center of 

any entrance/exit door. 
•	 2.5-foot clearance from all 

obstructions. 
•	 Building Official or City Engineer may 

approve exceptions where warranted.



4 TYPES OF SIDEWALK CAFÉS
Dependant on existing sidewalk conditions and dimensions, 
a business frontage could utilize one or a combination of 
sidewalk café types.  

Spill-out: Single row of removable tables and chairs 
within 2 feet of the building facade. 

Adjacent to building: Tables and chairs located within a 
partially enclosed area next to the building facade.

Flex zone: Tables and chairs located within a partially 
enclosed area adjacent to the curb and outside of the 
pedestrian path.

Parklet or “streatery”: Partially enclosed area located 
on an extended platform over a parking space(s) at the 
level of the sidewalk. Such spaces are sometimes called 
“streateries”.
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HOW OTHER CITIES REGULATE
This table describes how standards are regulated by different cities. Renton is 
considering similar standards within the City Center and Downtown.



Temporary umbrellas, 
tables and chairs

42-inch  tall fence     
and planter barrier 
along roadway

5-foot pedestrian  
path maintained

Existing 

Appropriate signage

 
Non-affixed platform 
at sidewalk height

SAMPLE STREATERY/SIDEWALK CAFE


