
CALL FOR ARTISTS:  Renton Downtown Mural Opportunity

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

Deadline: July 15, 2019



The South Renton Mural Project, sponsored by the City of Renton 
Neighborhoods program and the South Renton Neighborhood 
Association*, is challenging the arts community to design and execute a 
mural that inspires Strength, Positivity, and Dedication to Healthy Living. 
Murals have great power. They are so much more than imagery on a wall, 
they are a statement. They elicit an emotional response from the viewer, and 
are accessible to everyone. They have the potential to create an atmosphere, 
impacting not just one space, but an environment and community on 
several levels. A compelling mural can linger in someone’s mind for years 
after having seen it. The South Renton neighborhood is looking for an artist 
who can create a mural that will leave a lasting impression; a mural that will 
inspire an entire community, from its youngest member to its oldest; a 
mural that will build community pride, and interest and bring color and 
vibrancy to the neighborhood. Are you up for the challenge?

*The South Renton Connection Neighborhood Association is committed to
the establishment of public art designed to acknowledge and celebrate the
unique cultural and historical contributions that the South Renton
Community has made and will continue to make to Renton. From early
origins of Renton, the South Renton Community has been intricately related
to downtown Renton.  It is our hope that this project will continue this
longstanding relationship by helping to contribute to the revitalization of
our downtown.

BACKGROUND

*South Renton Connection

ABOVE: Rendering of potential Farmers Market theme 

BELOW: Examples of other art sponsored by the South Renton Neighborhood
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OVERVIEW OF PROJECT SCOPE

A priority site for art in Downtown Renton is the rear wall of the Burger 
Town Restaurant near the heart of the City and on a highly traversed 
community path to Piazza Park and the location of the Renton Farmers 
Market. This highly visible, concrete wall, on the corner of South 3rd St 
and Smithers Ave S, offers an excellent opportunity to add a colorful 
story-telling element to the downtown and transform an otherwise drab 
alley wall into a meaningful focal point. The wall could accommodate a 
mural up to 78 feet in length. Please note additional treatment or 
consideration for the dumpsters that line the alley make need to be taken into 
consideration.  

This project offers a special opportunity to help tell the story of 
Downtown Renton and the Renton Farmers Market. The selected artist 
should consider involving local partners, such as the organizers of the 
Farmers Market, tapping knowledge of local produce and farm products, 
researching images and information about the Market, or involving local 
residents from different generations and perspectives. The end result 
should generate civic pride in the project and the neighborhood.

The Renton Municipal Arts Commission, serving as an advisory Committee  
to the Mayor and City Council and dedicated to raising awareness of arts in 
the city, is managing the RFQ and selection process on behalf of the South 
Renton Connection. We are hereby seeking applications from qualified artists 
or teams. The project budget is $16,000. The selected artist will be requested 
to develop a working budget during the design phase. The budget should 
account for all costs associated with interviewing/researching, designing and 
painting the mural.  The project team will assist the artist in negotiating 
beneficial pricing for paint and supplies with local vendors.  Depending upon 
the design development and collective desires of the project team and artist, 
additional funding may be solicited to ensure that the quality, size and 
painting needs of the selected design can be achieved.
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BELOW LEFT: Map illustrating the proximity of the wall to Piazza Park.

BELOW RIGHT: The neighborhood has requested a celebration of the Farmers Market in the mural theme

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)

Individual artists or teams are hereby invited to submit qualifications to 
be considered as finalists for this South Renton public art opportuni-
ty. One artist or team will subsequently be recommended to the South 
Renton Neighborhood for commissioning.



$16,000, including all fees, materials, fabrication, installation, transpor-
tation, etc. Note: the budget does not include lighting, however there is 
power at the site.

The project team will consider the following criteria in selecting an artist for 
this project:

• Artistic quality as exemplified in previous work
• Ability to think and work in a scale appropriate for outdoor public art,

especially murals
• Ability to convey the mural subject through mural art
• Ability to relate to multiple audiences (pedestrians, cyclists, drivers)
• Ability and willingness to plan, design and execute the mural art within

the project’s available funding.

The project team reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to select an artist 
from the respondents to this RFQ, or to accept no artist and solicit 
additional respondents.

This request is open to any and all artists in the greater Seattle area, but 
artists living or working in Renton are especially encouraged to submit their 
qualifications. This program is not intended to support advertising or other 
signage. 

July 15 Deadline for RFQ submission; all required 
materials must be received by 5 p.m. PST
(a confirmation email will be sent to applicants 
once materials are received)

     Committee review and selection of finalistJuly 22, 2019

July 26. 2019

August 2019

Announcement of Selected Artist or team

Contract with finalist for design phase 

Sept 2, 2019

Sept 2019

Oct 2019 

Presentation of preliminary design at South 
Renton Neighborhood Meeting 

Design development phase completed 

Project completion

To submit your qualifications for consideration, please include in your submission 
package:

• a cover sheet with your name, mailing address, home and/or cell phone
number, email address and website (if applicable)

• A résumé that includes exhibition history, past projects, and/or a brief
description of public art projects especially highlighting any previous murals
(do not exceed two pages)*

• A minimum of two examples of previous work including a brief description
of each

• A statement of interest in this opportunity. listed above.
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BUDGET

SELECTION CRITERIA

ELIGIBILITY

Submission Requirements

SCHEDULE

June 1, 2019            RFQ announced

HOW DO I APPLY?
Submit all RFQ materials via email to: Arts@rentonwa.gov.  All materials must be received by 5 p.m. on Monday, July 15, 2019. 

No RFQs will be accepted after this time.

All inquiries related to this request are to be directed to: Jessie Kotarski at jkotarski@rentonwa.gov




