REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Deadline
to apply
May 30,
2020

CALL FOR ARTISTS: Renton Downtown Mural Opportunity

BACKGROUND
Allied Arts of Renton* is seeking proposals from artists and creatives to install a vibrant urban mural on an exterior wall on S 3rd Street in Downtown Renton.
The organization has secured permission from the property owner and is overseeing and funding this project.
The goals of this mural are to:
• Draw people into the downtown and provide an urban mural that serves as a “destination” for photos, driving local affinity and urban tourism.
• Serve as an icon of the historic downtown core, specifically.
• Provide a more vibrant experience and facelift to give an old building new life.
The project is open to members of the community and Allied Arts is seeking proposals from artists and creatives interested in designing, procuring and
installing this mural. The project is seeking for artists and creatives to:
• Provide a creative and dynamic proposed mural design that serves as a destination within Downtown Renton - drawing people to the district for photos,
and representing a celebration of Renton and Renton history.
• Provide the planning, procuring and installation of the mural independently under the approval of Allied Arts, the property owner and the Renton
Municipal Arts Commission within the agreed upon budget proposed by the artist.
• Complete this project by Fall 2020.

*Allied Arts of Renton
Allied Arts of Renton has been fostering art and culture in the Renton
community for over fifty years – sponsoring events like the annual Chalk Art
Contest, the Fall Family Concert, and volunteering at and supporting the
Annual Art Show. Allied Arts members are also active in following the City
of Renton’s Cultural Master Plan.
Allied Arts is an all-volunteer 501 c 3 nonprofit organization, and all
membership dues and contributions are tax deductible. Membership dues
support newsletters, mailings and brochures. Thank you for helping us keep
the arts alive and well in Renton!
ABOVE: The community was asked to weigh in on what they would like to see
on the downtown wall
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OVERVIEW OF PROJECT SCOPE
A priority site for art in Downtown Renton is the east facing wall of the
Renton Printery located on S. 3rd Street. This highly visible, cement-block
wall, on the corner of S. 3rd St and Whitworth Ave S, offers an
excellent opportunity to add a colorful story-telling element to the
downtown and transform an otherwise monotonous parking lot wall
into a meaningful focal point. The wall could accommodate a mural
up to 45 feet in length.
This project offers a special opportunity to help tell the story of
Downtown Renton and celebrate the rich culture and history of the region.
The selected artist should consider involving local partners, such as
the Renton History Museum, tapping knowledge of local historians
and researching images and information about the city center, or
involving local residents from different generations and perspectives.
The end result should generate civic pride in the project and the
downtown.

The Renton Municipal Arts Commission, serving as an advisory Committee
to the Mayor and City Council and dedicated to raising awareness of arts in
the city, is managing the RFP and selection process on behalf of Allied Art
and the property owner. We are hereby seeking applications from qualified
artists or teams. The project budget is $9,000. The budget should account
for all costs associated with designing and painting the mural. Depending
upon the design development and collective desires of the project team and
artist, additional funding may be solicited to ensure that the quality,
size and painting needs of the selected design can be achieved.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
Individual artists or teams are hereby invited to submit qualifications to
be considered as finalists for this downtown public art opportunity.
One artist or team proposal will subsequently be recommended to
Allied Arts and the property owner for final approval.

BELOW LEFT: Map illustrating the location of the wall in downtown Renton.
BELOW RIGHT: The property owner has requested the artist use these images as a guide to understand what style mural we are seeking
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BUDGET
$9,000, including all fees, materials, fabrication, installation,
transpor-tation, etc.

SCHEDULE
May 5

RFP announced

		

Deadline for RFP submission; all required
materials must be received by 5 p.m. PDT
(a confirmation email will be sent to applicants
once materials are received)

		

Committee review and selection of finalist

SELECTION CRITERIA
The project team will consider the following criteria in selecting an artist for
this project:
• Artistic quality as exemplified in previous work
• Ability to think and work in a scale appropriate for outdoor public art,
especially murals
• Ability to convey the mural subject through mural art
• Ability to relate to multiple audiences (pedestrians, cyclists, drivers)
• Ability and willingness to plan, design and execute the mural art within
the project’s available funding.
The project team reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to select an artist
from the respondents to this RFP, or to accept no artist and solicit
additional respondents.

ELIGIBILITY
This request is open to any and all artists in the greater Seattle area, but
artists living or working in Renton are especially encouraged to submit their
qualifications. This program is not intended to support advertising or other
signage.

HOW DO I APPLY?

Announcement of Selected Artist or team
Contract with finalist for mural project
Presentation of preliminary design at Renton
Municipal Arts Commission Meeting
Project completion
Celebration of mural at Small Business Saturday

Submission Requirements
To submit your proposal for consideration, please include in your submission
package:
• A brief description of the inspiration behind your design and how it will
impact Downtown. (Let us know why you like this design and what made
you come up with it and how you feel your design will be an icon of
Downtown Renton).
• Tell us who you are. (Are you a local artist? Is it just you, or are you a team
of people? What public art experience you have, if any?
• Please share other examples of your work, if possible.
• Provide a rendering of your proposed design.

Submit all RFP materials via email to: Arts@rentonwa.gov. All materials must be received by 5 p.m. on Monday, May 30, 2020. No RFPs will be
accepted after this time. Send inquiries to arts@rentonwa.gov.
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